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POSSIBLE WEDDING READINGS

If | speak in the tongues of men and of angels, but have not love, | am only a resounding
gong or a clanging cymbal. If | have the gift of prophecy and can fathom all mysteries and
all knowledge, and if | have a faith that can move mountains, but have not love, | am
nothing. If I give all | possess to the poor and surrender my body to the flames, but have
not love, | gain nothing.

Love is patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It is not
rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs. Love
does not delight in evil, but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always trusts,
always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails. But where there are prophecies, they
will cease; where there are tongues, they will be stilled; where there is knowledge, it will
pass away. For we know in part and we prophesy in part, but when perfection comes, the
imperfect disappears. When | was a child, | talked like a child, | thought like a child, |
reasoned like a child. When | became a man, | put childish ways behind me. Now we see
but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face to face. Now | know in part;
then | shall know fully, even as | am fully known.

And now these three remain: faith, hope and love. But the greatest of these is love.

Two are better than one, because they have a good return for their work; If one falls
down, his friend can help him up. But pity the man who falls and has no-one to help him
up! Also if two lie down together they will keep warm, but how can one keep warm alone?
Though one may be overpowered, two can defend themselves. A cord of three strands is
not quickly broken.

Since then you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above where Christ
is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not earthly things. For
you died and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life
appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.

Put to death then whatever belongs to your earthly nature; sexual immorality, impurity,
lust, evil desires and greed which is idolatry. Because of these the wrath of God is
coming. You used to walk in these ways in the life you once lived. But now you must rid
yourselves all such things as these: anger, rage, malice, slander and filthy language from
your lips. Do not lie to each other, since you have taken off the old self with its practices
and have put on the new self which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its
creator.

Therefore as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly loved, clothe yourselves with
compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each other and forgive
whatever grievances you may have against one another. Forgive as the Lord forgave you.
And over all these virtues put on love, which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let
the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members of one body you were called to
peace.
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Dear friends let us love one another, for love comes from God. Everyone loves has been
born of God and knows God. Whoever does not love does not know God, because God is
love. This is how God showed his love among us: He sent His one and only son into the
world so that we might live through Him. This is love: not that we loved God, but that He
loved us and sent His son as an atoning sacrifice for our sins. Dear friends, since God so
loved us, we also ought to love one another. No-one has seen God, but if we love one
another, God lives in us and His love is made complete in us.

On the third day a wedding took place at Cana in Galilee. Jesus’ mother was there, and
Jesus and his disciples had also been invited to the wedding. When the wine was gone,
Jesus’ mother said to him, “They have no more wine.”

“Dear woman, why do you involve me?” Jesus replied, “My time has not yet come.”
His mother said to the servants: “Do whatever he tells you.”

Nearby stood six stone water jars, the kind used by the Jews for ceremonial washing, each
holding from 20 to 30 gallons. Jesus said to the servants: “Fill the jars with water.” So
they filled them to the brim. Then he told them: “Now draw some out and take it to the
master of the banquet.”

They did so, and the master of the banquet tasted the water which had been turned into
wine. He did not realise where it had come from, although the servants who had drawn
the water knew. Then he called the bridegroom aside and said: “Everyone brings out the
choice wine first and then the cheaper wine after the guests have had too much to drink;
but you have saved the best until now.”

This the first of his miraculous signs Jesus performed at Cana in Galilee. He thus revealed
his glory and his disciples put their faith in him.

For this reason | kneel before the Father, from whom his whole family in heaven and on
earth derives its name. | pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen you with
power through his Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may dwell in your hearts
through faith. And | pray that you, being rooted and established in love, may have power,
together with all the saints, to grasp how wide and long and high and deep is the love of
Christ, and to know this love that surpasses knowledge--that you may be filled to the
measure of all the fullness of God.

Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to
his power that is at work within us, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus
throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen.



